
Software and AI international patent filing timeline

You’ve identified a technical 
problem and there is no off-the-shelf 
solution. You’ve think you’ve worked 

out a solution. 

t0 ~t0+6 months ~t0+11 months No later than 
t0+12 months ~t0+16 months t0+18 months t0+30 months

You decide 
to go ahead.

Based on the 
guidance we 
provide, you 

review our draft 
documents 
and provide 
feedback.

IDEA STAGE DRAFTING STAGE UK FILING STAGE UK SEARCH AND EXAMINATION 
RESULTS RECEIVED

UK UPDATE INTERNATIONAL 
FILING

INTERNATIONAL 
SEARCH

PUBLICATION NATIONAL/REGIONAL 
PHASES

You approve the 
final version of the 

patent 
specification.  

Once filed, your 
idea has 

“patent pending” 
status.

Based on the 
guidance we 

provide, you review 
the documents 

and provide 
feedback.

You update us on
 any developments 

with your idea in 
the last year.

You instruct us 
to file an 

international 
application.

Free Consultation
We offer a free consultation, 

to discuss your idea, and your 
knowledge of the technical field.  

We advise you on your prospects 
of securing a patent.

We outline possible costs. 

We have
in-depth 

discussion to 
capture the 

information to 
write a first draft 

of the patent 
application.

We modify 
the documents 

- Typically 
one or two 
iterations to 
get to a final 
document.

We work with you in the run 
up to this decision point to 

develop an international filing 
strategy.  

The patent application will 
be independently examined 
in each country where you 

choose to pursue protection.

We file the patent 
application at the 

UK intellectual 
property office. 

(UKIPO) 

We review the search and 
examination report 

issued by the UKIPO.  

We advise you on 
next steps.

We can update the 
patent specification 
to incorporate the 

developments.  

We can also 
modify the patent 

specification to take 
into account the 
results of the UK 

search.

We file the updated 
patent specification 
as an international 

application.  

For a UK or EU 
company, this 

is filed at 
the European 
Patent Office 

(EPO).

We provide first draft of the 
patent specification and explain 

the sections. We may have further 
technical questions.

A core skill of a patent attorney is 
the ability to identify and articulate 
inventive concepts in words.  We 

write the patent application to secure 
the broadest scope that we think is 

feasible.  However, we also give you 
fall back options in your patent 

specification, if we need to narrow the 
definition of the invention after filing.

Sometimes, we might advise an 
initial search, to ascertain whether 
your invention appears new and 

non-obvious. 

We review the 
patentability report 
issued by the EPO, 

so that we can advise 
you on next steps.  

We have the 
option of amending 

the patent 
specification 

prior to publication.
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Before issuing the report, the UKIPO 
search your idea based on our write up. 
The UKIPO has access to many public 

databases, and is searching for any 
technical material in the public domain 

(patent applications, academic 
publications etc.) that destroys the 

novelty of your idea, or renders 
it obvious.  This is limited to

 information in the public domain 
before t0 (your filing date), which 
means the filing date is critical.

The EPO issues 
a preliminary report 
on patentability – 

similar to the UKIPO 
report, but based 

on the EPO’s 
own comprehensive 

searching.  

Your patent 
application 

is published.  
It is only at this point 

that the contents 
of the application 
become publicly 

available.

PATENT 
OFFICES

The application 
can be filed with 

or without paying the 
official patent office 

fees, and 
we will discuss 
this with you. 

Golden Rule 
Talk to us before you share your 

idea with ANYONE outside of your 
company. Anything you tell us is in 

strict confidence.   

By filing an international 
application, you have deferred 

the decision about which 
countries you want to pursue 

protection in, and the 
associated costs, for up to 
30 months from your initial 

filing. 

You have at least one 
patentability report from a 
major patent office at this 

point to inform your decision.

You benefit from a high 
degree of cost certainty in the 

initial years, and have time 
to budget for the costs of 

national patent examinations. 

The UKIPO issues 
a filing receipt 

immediately, with a 
unique application 
number, confirming 
that your idea has 
“patent pending” 

status.   

If your idea has entered the 
public domain because you 
shared it with someone else, 

you cannot patent it.  

YOU

YOUR 
BUDGET
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